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1 Rajab, 1442
13™ February 2021
As-salamu ‘alaykum wa-rahmatullahi wa-barakatuh
Question:
Muhtaram Mufti Saheb,
We have come across an article titled VACCINE.
We have the following questions:

1. The article refers to autoimmune diseases. Vaccines for infectious diseases and plagues were
produced before. What were the views of our Akabir Muftis on such vaccines? We observe
and have been informed that Mufti Radhaul Haq Saheb of Darul Uloom Zakariyyah has
issued a fatwa to take medication as a preventative measure (Fatawa Darul Uloom
Zakariyyah, Volume 6, Page 768). Also, Mufti Salejee Saheb of Isipingo Madrasah issued

Fatwa to take vaccination in general and for Measles.

http://m.muftionline.co.za/node/2708,

http://muftionline.co.za/node/18049,
http://muftionline.co.za/node/22322.

Measles is also a virus that spreads through the respiratory system like Covid-19. Measle vaccines
also create antibodies.

2. The article differentiates between Fighi aspects of the ingredients and safety aspects. Mulftis
give permission to buy and sell cigarettes which are cancerous and regard the sale of
cigarettes as merely undesirable. A brief visit on some local websites will reflect this fatwa.
Why is the sale of cigarettes merely undesirable when it causes death, while vaccines are an
attempt to save lives, but discouraged (seems short of saying not permissible/Haram)?
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3. The article also says that this vaccine is extremely rushed. It takes 5 to 10 years to prepare a
vaccine. We ate living in an age of technology. It used to take years/months to travel the
globe or make a building. With technology, time is reduced in almost everything. Why can’t
the same be said with making vaccines? Should we wait 5 to 10 years until we get a perfect
vaccine? Is the principle of determination based on experience not considered in Shariah?

4. There is talk of vaccine passport which will have major implications on international travels.
If the vaccine is Haram, what should we do for Haj and Umrah? What will happen to the
international noble work of Tabligh? What about the businessmen that travel abroad for
business related issues?

5. The article titled VACCINE quotes a Hadith, protect the command of Allah, Allah will
protect you...it seems this hadith is quoted in the context of not taking the vaccine. We
would like to clarify, is taking the vaccine against Tawakkul?

Mufti Saheb, maaf for the lengthy questions. Your guidance and advice will be useful and
appreciated.

Answer:
In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.

As-salamu ‘alaykum wa-rahmatullahi wa-barakatuh.

A Must-Read-Disclaimer
Our purpose of answering this and similar queries is an endeavor to sincerely guide the
public. The Covid-19 issues are challenging on the health and lives of people. Whilst we
tolerate differences of opinions, the health.and lives of people weigh heavily on r(é We
therefore endeavor to correct what we think is wrong with the sincere intention to
safeguard the health and lives of people. v
A wrong Fatwa could be detrimental to the lives and health of people.

V.

> .

The Darul Iftaa has met with experts on infectious diseases and microbiologists ifiofder to
understand the complexities surrounding the virus and vaccines. e

Nonetheless, our Fatwa is based on principles of issuing Fatawa and drawing from the Fatawa of
our Akabir (Senior) Muftis.

Our Akabir Muftis of the past did experience various types of viruses such as Polio, Chickenpox,
and Cholera in their era. They permitted taking vaccines to overcome these viruses.

Hereunder are the Fatawa of our Akabir Muftis translated in English.

The original Fatawa are in the footnotes.
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The Fatwa of Hazrath Mufti Mahmood Al-Hasan Gangohi (Rahmatullahi Alayh)
Regarding Injections to Combat Plagues and Chickenpox

Question:

If there is a plague in an area, or chickenpox has spread, is it permissible to take an injection in such
a condition?

Answer:

Just as it is permissible to adopt permissible means of cure to protect oneself, this (taking injection
against plague and chickenpox) too is also permissible. (Fatawa Mahmudiyyah Volume 27, Page
276 - Maktabah Mahmudiyyah) !

And Allah Ta’ala Knows Best.
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The Fatwa of Darul Uloom Deoband Regarding Polio
Question:
1. Nowadays, (BCG and TNT) are given to children today, is that correct?
2. Also please shed light on Polio drops.
Answer:

The ruling applicable to other forms of medication is similarly applicable to injections. As such,
those medications which are in and of themselves. permissible may be adopted for purposﬁs of cure
and treatment. (Darul Iftaa Deoband, Fatwa #11333)?

4
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And Allah T2’ala Knows Best.

The Fatwa of Hazrath Mufti Abdur Raheem Lajpuri (Rahmatullahi Ala Combat the
Cholera Virus

Question: e

During the Wabaa (virus, plague, pandemic) of Cholera, the government gives% ea injections,
is there any problem in taking that injection?

Answer:

There is no problem (in taking the injection). It is permissible to take preventative measures as a
means of cure. Only that which Allah decrees will occur. (Fatawa Rahimiyyah Volume 10, Page 168
- Dar Al-Isha’at)’

And Allah T2’ala Knows Best.
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The Fatwa of Hazrath Moulana Ashraf Ali Thanvi (Rahmatullahi Alayh) to Combat
Infectious Diseases with Impermissible Substances containing Medicinal Properties

Question:

What is Hazrath’s view regarding vaccinations? The doubt is the pus (extracted from the boils of
Chickenpox is used to treat Chickenpox) is impure and it is not permissible to use anything impure.

Answer:

You are correct. The original view of the Hanafi Madhab is that it is impermissible to use
medication which contains haram substances. However, the present day Ulama have permitted the
use of Haram substances for medicinal purposes.

Therefore, it anyone is afflicted (with such a disease which requires him to use an impure
substance), he will not be held accountable. (Imdad Al-Fatawa Volume 4, Page 208 - Maktabah
Darul Uloom Karachi)*

And Allah Ta’ala Knows Best.

The Fatwa of Darul Iftaa Binori Town on taking the Covid-19 Vaccine as a Preventative
Measure

Question:

I am an Imam in Dubai. The coronavirus injection-has arrived here. Those people that are
government employees, it is compulsory for them to take the injection. Some people are saying that
it (the injection) is very dangerous, and it is a plot against Islam. What do the Muftis say regarding
that?

Summarized Answer: v

If the injection is taken as a preventative measure-and as a form of treatment, then the Shar’i ruling
is that if an expert doctor confirms that the vaccine is not harmful, it is proven beneficial,
based on experience, and that there is no harm or impure ingredients presenginithe vaccine, then it

will be permissible. y —
Similarly, if the injection is administered on a person who has already contra%rus, and an

expert doctor confirms that the vaccine is not harmful and there are no Haram ingredients present
in the vaccine, then it will be permissible.

If there are haram ingredients present in the vaccine and an expert doctor states that there is'no
Halal alternative and that the treatment is confined only to that Haram vaccine, and it is proven
beneficial through experience, then as a last resort, such a vaccine may be used as a form of
treatment only according to need. (Darul Iftaa Binoti Town Fatwa #200017)°

And Allah T2’ala Knows Best.
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The Fatwa of Mufti Kifaayatullah (Rahmatullahi Alayh) on taking Preventative Measures
during a Pandemic

Question:
As a preventative measure, is it permissible to inject healthy animals during a Wabaa (pandemic)?

Answer:

If the injection is known to be beneficial after being tried and tested, then it will be permissible.
(Kifaayatul Mufti Volume 9, Page 149- Dar Al-Isha’at)°

And Allah T2’ala Knows Best.
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It is clear from the above Fatawa of our Akabir Muftis that it is permissible to take
injections/vaccinations even though they are simply a preventative measure.

In fact, according to the above Fatwa of Hazrath Moulana Ashraf Ali Thanvi (Rahimahullah)
“Ulama have permitted the use of Haram substances for medicinal purposes” (If there is a need
and no adequate alternative). (Imdad Al-Fatawa 1 olume 4, Page 208 - Maktabah Darnl Uloom Karachi).

Chickenpox, Smallpox, Polios, and Cholera, referred to in the above-mentioned Fatawa, have many
medical similarities to Covid-19. The vaccines in reference work on a similar principle of the
Covid-19 vaccine. That is, they all stimulate an immune response in the body to cteate antibodies
to the virus. |

The Chart Below Reflects the Similarities Between the Various Viruses and Covid-19 and

their Respective Vaccines [,
Measles Polio Varicella Zoster fZ’
(leads to 2
Chickenpox S
and Smallpox) |
Is it a virus? Yes Yes Yes
Name of causative Measles Poliovirus (PV)'| Human SARS-CoV-2
agent morbillivirus (MeV) herpesvirus 3
(HHV-3)
Type of Vaccine Live attenuated Killed Whole Live attenuated .| mRNA/Viral
used (weakened or organism (weakened or vectored
inactivated virus) inactivated virus)
Effectiveness Highly Effective Highly Highly Effective | Highly Effective (As
Effective per initial testing)
Phase 3 testing <10,000 <10,000 <10,000 <50,000
sample size

www.daruliftaa.net



Is the virus itself Yes Yes Yes No. The genetic
injected? material to produce
the spike protein is
synthesized and
injected.
Common side Injection site Soreness or Pain at the Soreness or redness
effects reactions, fever, redness near injection site, near injection side,
rash, headache, injection side, fever, mild low grade fever,
dizziness, nausea, low grade chickenpox- headache, aching
vomiting, diarrhea, | fever. like skin rash (1 | limbs
joint pain. in 10 children),
cough, sore
throat, headache,
tiredness,
insomnia,
nausea,
vomiting.
Possible Serious Encephalitis Severe Anaphylaxis Anaphylaxis (rare
Side effects (inflammation of shoulder pain, | (rare occurrence), Death
the brain) (1 in 2 fainting, occurrence), (remote chance)
million), Febrile Anaphylaxis Death (remote
Seizures (1 in (rare chance)
3000), occurrence),
Thrombocytopenia | Death (remote
(easy bruising or chance)
bleeding) (1 in 30
000)
Anaphylaxis
(Severe reaction)
(rare occurrence),
Death (remote :
chance) /
Possible to cause Yes Yes Yes

ADE (Anti-body
Dependent
Enhancement)?

o

ADE is not unique to Covid-19 vaccines. All vaccines possess the risk of ex ADE.

Yes
)
y.
£
p,@g‘é

Despite the risk of experiencing ADE, vaccines throughout the years condn%kd out and
administered. Furthermore, the risk of ADE is not limited to vaccines. Rathef; response
can occur by being infected by the virus naturally.

Furthermore, there has been approximately 150 million vaccines administered worldwide, and no
ADE response has been reported. Hence, the ADE concern is merely theoretical.

The Fatawa in reference have been issued by our respected Akabir Muftis. These illustrious
personalities are the Akabirs of all our present day Ulama and Muftis. Our Akabir Muftis had deep
insight and foresight in issuing Fatawa. If one practices on the Fatawa of our Akabir Muftis, then
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there will be Barakah. All the pertinent issues raised by you are valid concerns and will be,
Inshallah, resolved by practicing on the Fatawa of our Akabir Muftis;

Hakeemul Ummah, Hazrath Moulana Ashraf Ali Thanvi (Rahimahullah)

The Grand Mufti of India, Mufti Kifaayatullah (Rahimahullah)

Faqihul Ummah, Hazrath Mufti Mahmood Hasan Gangohi (Rahimahullah)
Mufti Gujarat, Hazrath Moulana Abdur Raheem Lajpuri Saheb (Rahimahullah)

Accordingly, it is not permissible to receive a vaccine that contains impermissible ingredients if a
vaccine that does not contain impermissible ingredients is available and efficacious.

If a vaccine with permissible ingredients is not available, or not efficacious, then the ruling will be
considered at that stage.

It is a well-known fact that the Covid-19 virus has mutated and developed different strains. As
such, medication may need to be regularly adapted to meet these challenges. This in turn may lead
to the need for individualized rulings for specific medical conditions.

Taking medication is not contrary to Tawakkul. It is in fact part of Taqdeer to take medication. See
the following Hadith:

(JB Sles ) 8 e 35 e clgds Ey s i By (8 ool Rgol il - s ade ) Lo — ) gy o 1B adliE Gl e

(3437 —axls ol Jlll )5 o 2

Abu Khuzamah (Radbiyallahn Anhu) narrated that the Messenger of Allah (Sallallahu Alayhi
Wasallam) was asked: Do you think that the treatments we use, the Ruqyah we recite, and what we
seek to protect ourselves with will deter us from Allah's Decree?' He replied: They (medic;/tion and
means of protection) are all from Allah's Decree. (Sunan Ibn Majah-3437)

.‘/
We also wish to advise everyone to exercise caution in offering academic and/or practical advice. If
one is not adequately qualified in a certain field, for example in.medicine or in iss?ing Fatawa, it is

prohibited to offer advice in that field. I

The following Hadith is a thought-provoking reference to this issue: \.___.,
(3466 wrle ) ol 56 (2> 3 b win ooy s ey o 1y e &@&

“The Messenger of Allah (Sallallahu Alayhi Wasallam) said: “Whoever gives medical treatment

(medical advice included), with no prior knowledge of medicine, is responsible (for any harm
done).”” (Ibn Majah- 34606)

Be conscious of accountability in the court of Allah. Do not be unduly influenced by external
forces.

Mufti Ebrahim Desai.
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