The measure of Assisting in Sin
In the past, it was very easy to determine a Shari’ ruling on ( إﻋﺎﻧﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ اﳌﻌﺼﻴﺔasssisting in sin). In today’s times
of technological advancements and calculations, the issue of assisting in sin has become very complex. The
interdependence of various departments of their technological world cannot be denied. Some departments are
directly related to sin, whilst others are indirectly related. In terms of Shari’ah, where do we draw the line and
how do we practice on the injunction of (وﻻ ﺗﻌﺎوﻧﻮا ﻋﻠﻰ اﻹﰒ واﻟﻌﺪوانAnd do not help each other in sin and
aggression)?
The following article is prepared by Moulana Jawed (Sallamahu), a student of the Darul Ifta. Moulana very
aptly first explains the fundamental principles and then the practical implementations of the rules. This article
will be very useful for Ulama. As for the masses, we advice that this article should not be regarded as a
standard for all issues not contained in this article. Such issues should be presented to a competent Mufti for
a Shari’ ruling. May Allah accept the efforts of Moulana Jawed (Sallamahu) and take him from strength to
strength in serving the Ulama with the various great skills and capabilities Allah has granted him. Aameen.
Mufti Ebrahim Desai
Introduction
One of the most frequently asked questions amongst Muslims today is regarding working in banks and
financial institutions that deal with interest. Severe warnings have been mentioned in The Holy Quran and the
Ahadith of Nabi (Sallallahu 'Alaihi Wasallam) regarding those involved in interest. Similarly, Shari’ah has
also forbidden Muslims from engaging in those actions that assist in sin. However, a general ruling cannot be
made that all employments that are connected to interest in any way or assist in any kind of sin are
impermissible; hence, there are certain rules and guidelines that distinguish those that are permissible from
those that are impermissible. It is important to understand these rules and guidelines before determining a
ruling regarding any such employment.
Involvement in interest
Severe warnings have been mentioned in the Holy Quran regarding those involved in interest and usury. Allah
Ta’ala mentions in the Holy Quran:

.=ﻢ ﻗﺎﻟﻮا إﳕﺎ اﻟﺒﻴﻊ ﻣﺜﻞ اﻟﺮ= وأﺣﻞ ﷲ اﻟﺒﻴﻊ وﺣﺮم اﻟﺮML ﻛﻠﻮن اﻟﺮ= ﻻ ﻳﻘﻮﻣﻮن إﻻ ﻛﻤﺎ ﻳﻘﻮم اﻟﺬي ﻳﺘﺨﺒﻄﻪ اﻟﺸﻴﻄﺎن ﻣﻦ اﳌﺲ ذﻟﻚ: اﻟﺬﻳﻦ
Those who take ribā (usury or interest) will not stand but as stands the one whom the demon has driven crazy by his touch. That is because they
have said: “Sale is but like ribā”, while Allah has permitted sale, and prohibited ribā. (Verse: 2:275)

 ﻓﺈن ﱂ ﺗﻔﻌﻠﻮا ﻓﺄذﻧﻮا ﲝﺮب ﻣﻦ ﷲ ورﺳﻮﻟﻪ وإن ﺗﺒﺘﻢ ﻓﻠﻜﻢ رءوس أﻣﻮاﻟﻜﻢ ﻻ. أﻳﻬﺎ اﻟﺬﻳﻦ آﻣﻨﻮا اﺗﻘﻮا ﷲ وذروا ﻣﺎ ﺑﻘﻲ ﻣﻦ اﻟﺮ= إن ﻛﻨﺘﻢ ﻣﺆﻣﻨﲔX
.ﺗﻈﻠﻤﻮن وﻻ ﺗﻈﻠﻤﻮن
O you who believe, fear Allah and give up what still remains of ribā, if you are believers. But if you do not (give it up), then listen to the
declaration of war from Allah and His Messenger. However, If you repent, yours is your principal. Neither wrong, nor be wronged. (Verse:
2:278,279)

Moreover, Nabi (Sallahu ‘Alaihi Wasallam) has not only forbidden Muslims from giving and taking interest,
but also forbidden them from writing down the transaction of interest and witnessing it.

( )رواﻩ ﻣﺴﻠﻢ.ﻋﻦ ﺟﺎﺑﺮ ﻗﺎل ﻟﻌﻦ رﺳﻮل ﷲ ﺻﻠﻰ ﷲ ﻋﻠﻴﻪ وﺳﻠﻢ آﻛﻞ اﻟﺮ= وﻣﻮﻛﻠﻪ وﻛﺎﺗﺒﻪ وﺷﺎﻫﺪﻳﻪ وﻗﺎل ﻫﻢ ﺳﻮاء
Hazrath Jabir (Radhiyallahu Anhu) narrates that Nabi (Sallahu ‘Alaihi Wasallam) cursed those who are
involved in usury; whether it is the person who is giving usury, receiving it, writing the transaction or
witnessing it.
(Sahih Muslim Vol.11 Pg.28 – Dar al-Ma’rifah)

The commentators of Hadith explain that whilst the abovementioned narration explicitly forbids one from
writing the transactions of interest, it refers only to those people who write an agreement and prepare the
document to evidence the transaction of interest. It does not include those people or accountants who record
these transactions later and were not involved in the transaction itself.

ﺎ ﻋﻠﻰ ﻣﺎ ﻫﻲ ﻋﻠﻴﻪ ﻟﻴﻌﻤﻞ ﻓﻴﻬﺎ =ﳊﻖ ﻓﻬﺬا ﲨﻴﻞ اﻟﻘﺼﺪ ﻻx وﻫﺬا إﳕﺎ ﻳﻘﻊ ﻋﻠﻰ ﻣﻦ واﻃﺄ ﺻﺎﺣﺐ اﻟﺮ= ﻋﻠﻴﻪ ﻓﺄﻣﺎ ﻣﻦ ﻛﺘﺒﻪ أو ﺷﻬﺪ اﻟﻘﺼﺔ ﻟﻴﺸﻬﺪ
ﻳﺪﺧﻞ ﰲ اﻟﻮﻋﻴﺪ اﳌﺬﻛﻮر وإﳕﺎ ﻳﺪﺧﻞ ﻓﻴﻪ ﻣﻦ أﻋﺎن ﺻﺎﺣﺐ اﻟﺮ= ﺑﻜﺘﺎﺑﺘﻪ وﺷﻬﺎدﺗﻪ
(Fath al-Bari (Ibn Hajr) Vol.4 Pg.394 – Qadeemi Kutub Khana)
(Contemporary Fatawa (Mufti Taqi Usmani) Pg.160 – Idara-e-Islamiyat)
Therefore, it will not be permissible for a Muslim to take up a job that is directly involved in interest; whether
it involves carrying out interest bearing deals or preparing documents for interest bearing transactions; e.g.
working as a manager, cashier, clerk, etc. in a bank, insurance company, etc. The wages acquired through such
an occupation will not be permissible. However, an accountant or auditor who records these interest bearing
transactions as an event that has already happened, and is not directly involved in these transactions, does not
directly fall within the ambit of the warning of the abovementioned Hadith. Such an occupation may fall under
the category of assisting in sin or being a means for a sin being committed as explained below.
Assisting in sin
The issue of assisting in haram and being a means for a sin being committed has been discussed amongst the
scholars of Islam. The following Verses of the Holy Quran and the Ahadith of Nabi (Sallallahu ‘Alaihi
Wasallam) indicate that it is not permissible to assist in sin or to be a means for a sin being committed:
Allah Ta’ala mentions in the Holy Quran:

وﻻ ﺗﻌﺎوﻧﻮا ﻋﻠﻰ اﻹﰒ واﻟﻌﺪوان
And do not help each other in sin and aggression. (Verse: 5:2)

ﻗﺎل رب ﲟﺎ أﻧﻌﻤﺖ ﻋﻠﻲ ﻓﻠﻦ أﻛﻮن ﻇﻬﲑا ﻟﻠﻤﺠﺮﻣﲔ
He (Mūsā) said, “O my Lord! As You have favored me, I will never be a supporter of the sinners”. (Verse:
28:17)

وﻻ ﺗﺴﺒﻮا اﻟﺬﻳﻦ ﻳﺪﻋﻮن ﻣﻦ دون ﷲ ﻓﻴﺴﺒﻮا ﷲ ﻋﺪوا ﺑﻐﲑ ﻋﻠﻢ
Do not revile those whom they invoke other than Allah, lest they should revile Allah in transgression without
having knowledge. (Verse: 6:108)

رﺟﻠﻬﻦ ﻟﻴﻌﻠﻢ ﻣﺎ ﳜﻔﲔ ﻣﻦ زﻳﻨﺘﻬﻦL وﻻ ﻳﻀﺮﺑﻦ
And let them not stamp their feet in a way that the adornment they conceal is known. (Verse: 24:31)

ﻓﻼ ﲣﻀﻌﻦ =ﻟﻘﻮل ﻓﻴﻄﻤﻊ اﻟﺬي ﰲ ﻗﻠﺒﻪ ﻣﺮض
So, do not be too soft in your speech, lest someone having disease in his heart should develop fancies (about
you). (Verse: 33:32)
It has been mentioned in the Ahadith of Nabi (Sallallahu ‘Alaihi Wasallam):

 رﺳﻮل ﷲ وﻫﻞ ﻳﺸﺘﻢ اﻟﺮﺟﻞX  ﻣﻦ اﻟﻜﺒﺎﺋﺮ ﺷﺘﻢ اﻟﺮﺟﻞ واﻟﺪﻳﻪ ﻗﺎﻟﻮا:ﻋﻦ ﻋﺒﺪﷲ اﺑﻦ ﻋﻤﺮو ﺑﻦ اﻟﻌﺎص أن رﺳﻮل ﷲ ﺻﻠﻰ ﷲ ﻋﻠﻴﻪ و ﺳﻠﻢ ﻗﺎل
(واﻟﺪﻳﻪ ؟ ﻗﺎل ﻧﻌﻢ ﻳﺴﺐ أ= اﻟﺮﺟﻞ ﻓﻴﺴﺐ أ=ﻩ وﻳﺴﺐ أﻣﻪ ﻓﻴﺴﺐ أﻣﻪ )رواﻩ ﻣﺴﻠﻢ

It has been narrated on the authority of Abdullah bin ‘Amr (Radhiyallahu ‘Anhu) that Nabi (Sallallahu ‘Alaihi
Waallam) said, “It is amongst the major sins for a person to use abusive language in regards to his parents”.
The Sahabah (Radhiyallahu ‘Anhum) asked, “O’ Messenger of Allah, will any person use abusive words in
regards to his own parents?” Nabi (Sallallahu ‘Alaihi Wasallam) answered, “Yes, one abuses another’s father
and the other abuses his father in return. One abuses another’s mother and the other abuses his mother in
return”.
(Sahih Muslim Vol.2 Pg.274 – Dar al- Ma’rifah)
However, a general ruling cannot be made that all actions which are a means for a sin to be committed are
impermissible, as many actions in today’s times act as a means for a sin being committed. For example,
growing of crops could be a means of nourishing a non-Muslim who will engage in impermissible acts.
Moreover, the scholars of the past have differed in giving rulings regarding those actions that act as a means
for a sin being committed. At times, a scholar has ruled an action impermissible on the basis of assisting in
sin; but permitted another action, although it assisted in a sin.
Therefore, the contemporary scholars have separated these actions into categories in order to facilitate the
Muslims to determine the permissibility and the impermissibility of their actions, and clarify the reason for
the difference in ruling amongst the scholars of the past.
Assisting in Forbidden Acts ()اﻋﺎﻧﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ اﳌﻌﺼﻴﺔ
Any assistance to haram in which the intention of sin is made will be regarded as haram impermissible. This
consists of 3 types:
1. The intention of sin is made in reality; e.g. one sells grape juice with the intention that wine is made
from it.
2. The mention of sin is made during the transaction; e.g. Zaid requests ‘Amr to sell grape juice to him
so that he could make wine out of it and ‘Amr agrees to it and sells him the grape juice.
3. The item sold or hired can only be used in sin and cannot be used for any other purpose; e.g. selling
or hiring of musical instruments.
These actions constitute the actual meaning of (اﻋﺎﻧﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ اﳌﻌﺼﻴﺔassisting in forbidden acts) mentioned in Verse
5:2 of the Holy Quran. The parties involved in such transactions will be sinful for intending a sinful act,
regardless of the fact that the actual sin was carried out or not.
To be a Means for a Sin being committed ()ﺗﺴﺒﺐ اﱃ اﳌﻌﺼﻴﺔ
Any action that is a means for a sin being committed, but does not fall into any of the abovementioned types,
will not be regarded as (اﻋﺎﻧﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ اﳌﻌﺼﻴﺔassisting in forbidden acts); but will be regarded as (ﺗﺴﺒﺐ اﱃ اﳌﻌﺼﻴﺔbeing
a means for the sin being committed). However, some scholars have used the term  اﻋﺎﻧﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ اﳌﻌﺼﻴﺔfor such
actions too, as they are similar to each other. These are then categorized into 3 different types:
1.  – ﺳﺒﺐ ﻗﺮﻳﺐ ﳏﺮك ﻟﻠﻤﻌﺼﻴﺔThose actions that are directly related to the sin and are a means for the sin
coming into existence in such a way that if the action did not take place the sin would not have been
committed. For example, using abusive language in regards to the idols that the disbelievers worship will
result in the disbelievers reviling Allah Ta’ala. Thus, in Verse 6:108 of the Holy Quran, Muslims are
prohibited from using abusive language in regards to the idols the disbelievers worship. Verses: 24:31,
33:32 and the Hadith mentioned above are other examples of such actions.
Such actions are prohibited in Islam and the one committing such an action will be sinful.
2.  – ﺳﺒﺐ ﻗﺮﻳﺐ ﻏﲑ ﳏﺮك ﻟﻠﻤﻌﺼﻴﺔ ﺑﻞ ﻣﻮﺻﻞ اﱃ اﳌﻌﺼﻴﺔThose actions that are directly related to the sin, but are
not a means for the sin to come into existence. For example, one sells grape juice to a person who will
make wine out of it, but the person selling the grape juice does not make intention of wine being made out
of it.

The ruling regarding such actions will be that if the person had knowledge of the sin being committed, the
action will be makrooh tahrimi (highly disliked); and if the person did not have knowledge of the sin being
committed, the action will be makrooh tanzihi (disliked).
The difference of opinion between Imam Abu Hanifah and his pupils, Imam Muhammed and Imam Abu
Yusuf, recorded in the books of Hanafi Fiqh, is in regards to the actions that fall under this type. Imam
Abu Hanifah says that such actions are valid, whilst the others say that hey are not valid. However, a
consensus could be created between the two views by saying that those who validated theses actions meant
that it is permissible with undesirability and those who invalidated it were referring to the undesirability.
3.  – ﺳﺒﺐ ﺑﻌﻴﺪThose actions that are not directly related to the sin, but become a means for the sin to be
committed at a later stage. For example, a person sells grapes to another person who will later make it into
grape juice to make wine from it.
Such actions are permissible, but will be makrooh tanzihi (disliked) if the person knows that the sin will
be committed.
Extracted from: Jawahirul Fiqh – Mufti Muhammed Shafi Uthmani – Vol.2 Pgs.439-462 – Maktabah Darul
‘Uloom Krachi
Salary received from occupations in banks, etc.
The salary received from those occupations that necessitate direct involvement in interest is not permissible.
Similarly, salaries and wages received from those actions that constitute the actual meaning of assistance in
sin and those actions that are directly related to the sin and are a means for the sin coming into existence are
also not permissible.

وﻻ ﲡﻮز اﻹﺟﺎرة ﻋﻠﻰ ﺷﻲء ﻣﻦ اﻟﻐﻨﺎء واﻟﻨﻮح واﳌﺰاﻣﲑ واﻟﻄﺒﻞ وﺷﻲء ﻣﻦ اﻟﻠﻬﻮ وﻋﻠﻰ ﻫﺬا اﳊﺪاء وﻗﺮاءة اﻟﺸﻌﺮ وﻏﲑﻩ وﻻ أﺟﺮ ﰲ ذﻟﻚ وﻫﺬا ﻛﻠﻪ
ﻗﻮل أﰊ ﺣﻨﻴﻔﺔ وأﰊ ﻳﻮﺳﻒ وﳏﻤﺪ رﲪﻬﻢ ﷲ ﺗﻌﺎﱃ ﻛﺬا ﰲ ﻏﺎﻳﺔ اﻟﺒﻴﺎن
(Fatawa Al-Hindiyyah Vol.4 Pg449 – Maktabah Rasheediyah)
Salaries received from those actions that are directly related to the sin but are not a means for the sin to come
into existence and those actions that are not directly related to the sin are permissible, on condition that one
does not make intention of the sin and majority of the money at the institution is not interest money. However,
if more than 50% of the funds present at the institution is interest money or impermissible money, it will not
be permissible to receive wages for any kind of service done for the company.
(Ahsan al-Fatawa Vol.7 Pg.329 – H.M.Sa’eed Company)
A few examples
After having understood the basic principals and guidelines, let us analyse a few frequently asked questions
in regards to the abovementioned.
Q1. Recently I got an opportunity to work in Saudi Arabia as IT Manager in an Asset Management Company,
which recently got shaped up. My main responsibility is to manage projects for asset management application
from IT side and also look after/build IT infrastructure setup completely which includes Server
setup,LAN/WAN setup, Email Servers, etc. This company has been formed by two major banks as an Asset
Management Company. Will it be permissible for me to work as an IT manager in the abovementioned
Company?
A1. There has been no clarification made as to whether the Company deals in interest bearing transactions or
not. However, we understand that you will not be directly involved in the transactions of the Company, but
will only assist in the IT department of the Company; hence, even if the Company is dealing in interest bearing
transactions, your job at the Company will only be a means for the sin to be committed at a later stage and
will not be directly related to the sin. Therefore, it will be permissible, although undesirable, for you to take
up this job. The salary acquired from this employment will be permissible as long as majority of the funds
present in the Company are not interest money. We would still advice you seek for another job which does
not deal with interest in any way.

Q2. I currently work as a Software tester for a leading Wall Street foreign exchange trading firm. My basic
function is to test the Back Office software. This software performs all calculations, account setups, and
configurations, as well as facilitates the Trading in foreign exchange. My confusions stems from the fact that
it is through this software that the interest that customers pay, earn, and the firm itself pays and earns is
calculated. Also, in foreign exchange trading there is a high level of speculation. Our customers do have the
option to trade on 0 interest and pay commission. This facility has been introduced by the firm for our Muslim
clientele. However, when testing I have to make sure that the software works for all setups.
Am I then in any way part of the interest based transaction, and/or am I in any way as a tester - testing in the
TEST environment only - facilitating the haram interest based transactions in any way?
Or am I external to the trades, since I am only part of testing to make sure that the Programmers correctly
implement
the
requirements
laid
down
by
business.
I get a document that lists the requirements, and I test to make sure that they have been correctly implemented,
and that the system works.
A2. We understand from the query that you are not directly involved in the interest bearing transactions; hence,
do not directly fall within the ambit of the warning of the Hadith mentioned hereunder:

( )رواﻩ ﻣﺴﻠﻢ.ﻋﻦ ﺟﺎﺑﺮ ﻗﺎل ﻟﻌﻦ رﺳﻮل ﷲ ﺻﻠﻰ ﷲ ﻋﻠﻴﻪ وﺳﻠﻢ آﻛﻞ اﻟﺮ= وﻣﻮﻛﻠﻪ وﻛﺎﺗﺒﻪ وﺷﺎﻫﺪﻳﻪ وﻗﺎل ﻫﻢ ﺳﻮاء

Hazrath Jabir (Radhiyallahu Anhu) narrates that Nabi (Sallahu ‘Alaihi Wasallam) cursed those who are
involved in usury; whether it is the person who is giving usury, receiving it, writing the transaction or
witnessing it.
(Sahih Muslim Vol.11 Pg.28 – Dar al-Ma’rifah)
However, even though your occupation as a Software tester is not directly related to the interest bearing
transactions, you will still be a means for the sin to be committed at a later stage. Therefore, there will be a
certain level of undesirability, but it will be permissible for you to take up this job. The salary received will
be permissible to take as long as majority of the funds present in the firm are not interest money. We would
still advice you to seek an employment in a place that does not deal with interest in any way.
Q3. What if someone is working for a stock exchange broker, securities company or holding company under
conditions mentioned in Q2. Will it still be permissible?
A3. It will be permissible to be employed under such companies as long as the person is not personally
involved in the interest-based transactions of the company; e.g. he may be an accountant or a software tester.
The conditions and rulings mentioned in A2 will also apply here.
Q4. I am working with a company in Middle East which is under construction. Currently all the payments
including our salaries are made through Banking loans (interest based). I am working in Finance Department
and not 100% involved in managing the loan activities but a part of the team. Is this job haram or halal for
me? Would the ruling be the same for employees working in other departments; i.e. engineering etc.?
A4. Your employment is in the financial department of the company which deals in interest. Although you
are not 100% involved in the interest bearing loans, the fact that you are part of the team suggests that you are
assisting in sin; hence, your employment will constitute the actual meaning of (اﻋﺎﻧﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ اﳌﻌﺼﻴﺔassisting in
forbidden acts) mentioned in the following Verse of the Holy Quran:

وﻻ ﺗﻌﺎوﻧﻮا ﻋﻠﻰ اﻹﰒ واﻟﻌﺪوان
And do not help each other in sin and aggression. (Verse: 5:2)
Therefore, it will not be permissible for you to take up such a job. The salary acquired from such an
employment will not be permissible, and it will be compulsory for you to seek an alternate employment.
However, if it is not possible to get a job very quickly and you have no other source of income to support
yourself and your dependents, you will be excused for continuing with your present employment, on condition

that you make all possible efforts to seek another job. You should also repent sincerely to Allah Ta’ala for
being involved in an act of sin.
As for the other employees working in departments that do not necessitate involving in interest, their
employment itself will be regarded as permissible. However, due to the fact that the salaries are been paid
with interest bearing loans, their income would be contaminated.
In conclusion, a blanket ruling cannot be made in regards to all employments in institutions dealing with
interest. The abovementioned principles and guidelines could be used in determining a ruing regarding these
employments. One should also consult the Ulama of the area regarding such employments.
And Allah Ta’ala Knows Best
Abu Yahya
Student – Darul Ifta

